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Things are different in Ms. 
Abelle’s class this year. 
There are a lot more 
students! 

 
And something else! 
 
Ms. Abelle decided that her 

students would have a class 
pet (and it was not going to 
be a student ;)  

 
It was going to be a most 

unusual pet! A pet that her 
students would always 
remember. 
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Over the summer, Ms. Abelle bought 

books about unusual pets and 
read,  

…and searched, 
…and read,  
….and searched,  
…and read,  
…and searched.  
   She wanted a most memorable pet. 
 
Then one day just as the new school 

year began, Ms. Abelle saw the 
pet she wanted in a book about 
interesting critters. That same 
night she went out and bought 
one. 
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The next day, Ms. Abelle greeted 
students as they walked into her 
classroom. “I have a special surprise 
for all of you,” she said. 

  
The students were very excited. All 37 

of them wanted to know what the 
surprise was. “Calm down, now,” Ms. 
Abelle said. “I will show you the 
surprise after our morning meeting.”  

  
The children were so excited that they 

couldn’t keep their legs still!  
 
Some had to hold their mouths so that 

they would not scream! Some 
actually had to be excused to use the 
bathroom! 

  
Wow, they were REALLY excited! 
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No one remembers what happened during morning 
meeting but when it ended, Ms. Abelle asked, “Would 
you like to see the surprise, students?” 

  
“YES,” they shouted!  
  
“OK,” said the teacher. 
  
Ms. Abelle got up and walked toward her desk where 

there was a small box covered with what looked like a 
dishtowel.  She brought the box over to where the 
students were sitting and asked, “Are you ready?” 

  
“YES,” everyone screamed again. 
  
“OK. When I put my hand on the towel, I want all of you to 

count 1, 2, 3. When you get to 3, I will take the towel 
away and you will see the surprise.”  

“Are you ready,” asked Ms. Abelle. 
  
“YES,” everyone shouted! 
  
Ms. Abelle moved her hand slowly toward the towel. Just 

before she touched it, she teased the students by 
asking, “would anyone like to guess what the surprise 
is?” 
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“NO!” all 38 students shouted (one 
more student had just been 
added to Ms. Abelle’s class). “We 
are too excited!” shouted one 
student. “Show us the surprise or 
another one of my front teeth is 
going to fall out!” one little girl 
pleaded. 

 
“Yes, and the rest of us are just going 

to explode from excitement,” said 
another student. “Show us the 
surprise!” 

 
Then they all began to chant, “Show 

us! Show us! SHOW US!” 
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“Ok,” said Ms. Abelle, 
“are you ready?” She 
put her hand on the 
towel.  

 

Everyone counted, “1, 
2, 3.” 

 

As soon as the students 
said “3,” Ms. Abelle 
removed the towel… 
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“Eewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww,”  
everyone screamed!  

 

“What’s THAT? 7 



Ms. Abelle was not expecting 
screams but they continued for 
nearly 20 seconds. “Calm down, 
students,” said Ms. Abelle, “or 
you will scare our new class pet.” 

  
“Class pet!” little Max shouted, “it 

looks like our principal!” 
  
“He’s got bigger teeth than me,” 

shouted another student. “And 
more of them!” 

  
“Now, now, students,” said Ms. 

Abelle. “It is a naked mole rat 
and he is our new class pet.” 
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It took a while for the class to settle down.  The students moved 
slowly toward to the naked mole rat to get a closer look. After 
spending a little time staring at him, they actually started to 
find him kind of cute (at least when he wasn’t threatening 
them with his very scary teeth). Ms. Abelle held the mole rat 
up and offered everyone a chance to hold it but there were 
no takers.  

  
 

“We have a problem,” suggested Ms. Abelle. 
  
“Yes, he is really ugly and I’m not touching him,” said Ryan.  
  
“Now, now” Ms. Abelle said. “Be nice.”  
  
“Our class pet does not have a name. We need a name for...”  
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Before Ms. Abelle could finish what she wanted to say, 
all 38 students started shouting out all sorts of 
names. 
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Everyone stopped calling out 

names and looked over at the 
really smart girl who said 
“mutant.” No one ever heard 
this name before. 

  
“What’s a mutant?” asked 

Lakeisha. 
  
“Hold on students,” said Ms 

Abelle. “We have to do this in 
an orderly manner. There are 
too many students in this 
room and you have too many 
different suggestions.” 
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“This is what we are going to do. 
Tomorrow, I am going to put 
you in small groups. Each 
group is to elect a 
representative. The 
representative’s job is to 
listen to everyone’s 
suggestions for names.  

 
I will then ask each 

representative to suggest one 
name from your group. We 
will put each group’s name on 
the board then hold an 
election. The name that 
receives the most votes will 
become the name for our 
class pet.” 
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“Does everyone know what a 
representative is?” asked Ms. Abelle. 

  
“Yes,” said Dusty. “You taught us that 

yesterday. A representative is 
someone who speaks for other 
people.” 

 
“Excellent,” said Ms. Abelle. “You really 

know your social studies.” 
  
“So, your homework assignment this 

evening is to come up with a good 
name for our new class pet.  Be ready 
to share your idea tomorrow. Is your 
assignment clear?”   

  
“Yes,” replied 37 of Ms. Abelle’s students 

(one student had an early dismissal). 
  
“Then I will see you all tomorrow.”  
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The next day Ms. Abelle put all of the students in small 
groups and reminded everyone what they were 
supposed to do. “Pick a representative and try to 
agree on one name.”  

  
“Is the rat naked mole still as ugly as yesterday?” asked 

Ryan. 
  
“I hope not,” said another student. 
  
“Did you tell the principal what I said?” asked Max. 
  
“OK, students, let’s get focused,” said Ms. Abelle. 

“Remember our assignment. Pick a representative and 
suggest a name for our little pet.” 

  
The students moved into their groups and got to work. 
  
Group 1 picked Michelle to be their representative. 

Everyone in her group wanted the class pet to be 
named “WEINER” (‘cause they agreed that he looked 
like a HOT DOG!). 

  
Group 2 picked Barak to be their representative. Everyone 

in his group wanted the class pet to be named 
“TOOFY” (because he had big front teeth and some of 
the students did not so they could not say “TOOTHY”).  
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When all the groups were finished, Ms. 
Abelle went around to all the groups 
to get suggestions for names. 

  
“Michelle,” what name are you 

suggesting for your group?” 
  
“Weiner” said Michelle. Everyone in my 

group wanted to name our naked rat 
mole “weiner.”  

  
Ms. Abelle wrote “weiner” on the board. 
  
“Barak, what name are you suggesting 

for your group?” asked Ms. Abelle. 
  
The students in Barak’s group looked 

toward him with pride. 
  
There was a bit of a delay. But then Barak 

said… 
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“Arfur.” (He was trying to say “Arthur”) 
  
“Arfur?” shouted Charlie! The students in Barak’s group practically 

jumped out of their chairs! “We wanted “toofy.” 
  
“Yes,” everyone in Barak’s group agreed. “We wanted ‘toofy!’” 
  
“Barak…is that true?” asked Ms. Abelle. 
  
All eyes shifted back to Barak. 
  
“Well…yes,” admitted Barak. “But remember that book about 

Shrek that we read? The kids in Arfur’s class made fun of 
him, just like we make fun of our new naked mole rat. But 
then Arfur went on to become the leader that everybody 
really liked. I think we’re gonna’ end up really liking our new 
class pet, too.” 

 
“It’s still not fair,” shouted Sarah. “You’re the rat, Barak, not that 

naked thing Ms. Abelle calls our pet!” 
  
“Now, now” said Ms. Abelle. “No need to be mean. We all know 

that Barak is a really nice person. In fact, his group liked him 
so much that they chose him to be their leader…to represent 
them.” 

  
“And since you chose Barak to be your representative,” the 

teacher added, “I have to add Arfur to the list of names that 
we will vote on for our class pet.”  

  
“But, first, we need to discuss what Michelle and Barak just did.” 
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Ms. Abelle explained what it means to be a 
representative. 

  
“Usually, good representatives do what the people who 

elected them ask them to do. But, there are times 
when they do what they think is better for 
everyone because they know more about a topic 
than other people.” 

  
“I understand,” said Sarah. “But, I don’t see how Barak 

knows more about a name than the rest of us do.” 
  
“You may be right, Sarah,” said Ms. Abelle. “But 

sometimes a representative thinks of an idea that 
no one thought of until after he or she hears what 
everyone else wants. Plus, we are still going to vote 
on which name everyone wants. And, we can 
always choose someone else next time we have an 
election for representative if we don’t think our 
representative is doing a good job.” 

  
“That’s right,” said Dusty. “And that’s exactly why a lot 

of people like elections as ways to choose 
representatives.” 

  
“Yeah,” shouted everyone. “Dusty is right.” 
  
So, the class voted.  
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You will never guess which 
name they picked for 
the class pet.  

  

Or, will you? 

  

Eight students voted for 
Weiner. 
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Eleven students voted for 
Toofy  

 

(two other groups came 
up with the name of 
toofy). 

  

 But guess which name 
got the most votes? 
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Yup, it was  

Arfur.  
  

Nineteen students agreed 
that Arfur was the best 
name for the class pet. 
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At last, the naked mole rat had a name. It was Arfur!  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Best of all, our story ends just like most fairy tales. 
 Arfur lived happily ever after in Ms. Abelle’s class. 
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P.S. A lot of students in Ms. Abelle’s class 
think that Sarah is planning to run 
against Barak in the next election to be 
her group’s representative.  
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